












ABOUT 

THEBRITISH I-� 
VILLAGE 1NN X � 

The British Village Inn provides a social hub for its Members, who are primarily those employed within 

the British High Commission. It is run on a not-for-profit basis and is led by a volunteer committee, who 

guide the direction of the Club and ensure lively events for its members. 

The British Village Inn is very excited to host the second solo exhibition and the first one of this year 

with the theme Afro-Jnfusion that will take place on 8th-9th February 2020. 

We are working in partnership with art curator and publisher Susa Rodriguez-Garrido to provide an 

interesting selection of artists with a series of solo exhibitions. 
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ABOUT 

AFRO-IN FUSION 

Afro-Infusion comes across as a third sequel to Abigail's earlier solo offerings City People 

I & IL The continuity in formalism and allegory as well as theme, make such a summary 
conducive. Of course it is not in my place to establish the character of the new body of 
work, or its theme, instead I make allusions to a continuity on the basis of personal 
observation, even as it is clear from the chosen title, that the artist intends to steer the 
observer away from repetitive titling without necessarily deviating from the message. 

Abigail has broken down the structures in this expose to include four series of work, the 
Afro Series, the Gele Series, the Ankara Series and the pure Abstractions. With this 
structuring she deviates from the first two exhibitions, which did not allude to these 
categories. It is an improvement on the past in the sense of specialisation, and the strategy 
of categorisation in order to deconstruct the argument for more specific understanding of 
the values projected. Ankara, Gele, and Afro are all predominant features in the Nigerian 
fashion context, and an honest and constant review of their status in the society is therefore 
a veritable endeavor in creative documentation. These are the features that give life to the 
essence of African womanhood at the surface, also as a kind of garnishment of the powers 
and prospects within. 

Uli lines play a dominant role in the symbolism of the works on display and cuts across all 
the series as a unifying factor, this is unsurprising because Abigail's educational background 
infused the Igbo line design in her art from her days in the ivory tower. It is indeed a 
continuation of legacy that the modern female artist of Igbo extraction taps from an 
ancient practice propagated by women before the foray of the first group of intellectuals 
into the philosophy of this noble practice. The dominance of the female form continues 
unabated, and rightly so, because the message remains unapologetically feminine. The 
female here is depicted as graceful, reserved and elegant, quite often a feature that is 
experienced in conjugal events as well as religious ones. Within the mix some canvases are 
populated by geometric forms, and mostly in line with Uli hieroglyphics and fused together 
with faded human contraptions in a wedding-setting like composition. Perhaps this is the 
artist's way of presenting the broader picture about the purpose of the presented regalia, a 
ceremonial prerequisite for events of the nature. 

It is in the light of the following tangential treatise that  Afro-Infusion can be analysed, 
amongst others. It is the hope of enthusiasts of the artist's work that they are well received 
and magnanimously judged, for the world-view that they propose, which is essentially 
about being comfortable in one's skin. 

Obi Nwaegbe 
Writer, Analyst, Resident Artist 
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Hope II, Acrylic and paper on 
canvas, 60.96cm x 60.96cm, 2020 

Blue Book, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
91.44cm x 91.44cm, 2019 

Sisi I, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2019 
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Asoebi III, Acrylic and 
paper on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2019 

Owambe III, Acrylic and 
paper on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2019 

GELE SERIES 

Owambe II, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
91.44cm x 91.44cm, 2019 

Owambe IV, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
60.96cm x 60.96cm, 2020 

14 



ABSTRACT SERIES 

Blooming Green, Acrylic 
and paper on canvas, 50.8cm 
x 50.8cm, 2019 

Blooming II, Acrylic and 
paper on canvas, 121.92cm x 
121.92cm, 2019 

Different Strokes II, 
Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
91.44cm x 91.44cm, 2019 

Evolution I, Acrylic and 
paper on canvas, 60.96cm x 
60.96cm, 2019 

Evolution II, Acrylic and 
paper on canvas, 50.8cm x 
50.8cm, 2019 

15 



Rebirth, Acrylic and paper 
on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2019 

Generation II, Acrylic and 
paper on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2019 

My Roots VI, Acrylic and
paper on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2020

My Roots 11, Acrylic and paper 
on canvas, 60.96cm x 60.96cm, 
2019 

To the Promised Land 111, 

Acrylic and paper on 
canvas, 50.8cm x 50.8cm, 
2020 
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Untitled I,  Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
50.8cm x 50.8cm, 2020 

Untitled II, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
50.8cm x 50.8cm, 2020 

Untitled III, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
50.8cm x 50.8cm, 2020 
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FASHION SERIES 

Standing Out, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 91.44cm 
x 91.44cm, 2019 

Standing Tall, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
121.92cm x 121.92cm, 2019 
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Lily in the Fields, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 
91.44cm x 91.44cm, 2017 

My Dream, Acrylic and paper on canvas, 91.44cm x 
91.44cm, 2019 
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https://agamapublishing.wordpress.com/ 

 /susargarrido@throughserenitysusargarrido@googlemail.com 

www.abigailnnajigalleria.blogspot.com




